TRAILER

BOW STOP ASSEMBLY: Your trailer is equipped with a bow stop so that when the
boat's bow is snug against the two vertical boards, the proper weight exerted upon the
trailer tongue is maintained.

SAFETY CHAINS: Just behind the hitch coupler, you will find a chain looped through a
metal brace on the bottom of the trailer tongue that should be crossed under the tongue
and secured to the towing vehicle's trailer hitch. (On most trailer hitches, you will find
provision for this.) See photograph below for proper hook-up.
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THIS CONNECTION IS A REQUIREMENT IN MOST STATES WHILE PULLING A
TRAILER OF ANY TYPE. YOU SHOULD CHECK YOUR OWN AREA'S REGULATIONS
REGARDING TRAILERING.

Be sure that there is sufficient slack in the chain to allow sharp cornering without binding.
Insufficient slack can cause damage and make cornering difficult.

NOTE: For proper towing characteristics the National Marine Manufacturers Association
(NMMA) recommends that the trailer tongue weight exerted on the rear of the towing
vehicle be no less than five percent (5%) and no more than 10 percent (10%) of the total
weight of boat, trailer, fuel and gear on board. Incorrect tongue weight can cause
improper and potentially hazardous towing conditions. To determine the appropriate
tongue weight for your Correct Craft boat and trailer, please refer to the table and formula
on the page titled Proper Trailer Tongue Weight in this chapter.

090190 10.3




TRAILER

HITCH: If you dont already have a trailer hitch installed on your vehicle, you should go
to a reputable installer to have this done. Correct Craft trailers require a 2" hitch ball of
proper capacity for your boat/trailer combination.

(Itis also a good idea to purchase an inexpensive hitch ball protective cover available at
marine supply stores.)

WARNING: DO NOT ATTEMPT TO TOW MORE THAN ONE TRAILER AT A TIME
BEHIND YOUR TOW VEHICLE. Your Correct Craft trailer was designed to
accommodate the weight of a specific boat under normal load. By attempting to tow an
additional trailer, the trailer tongue weight is adversely effected and loss of vehicle control
and/or injury or death may occur.

CAUTION: NEVER INSTALL A BUMPER-MOUNTED HITCH ON YOUR VEHICLE.
ALWAYS USE A HITCH ATTACHED TO THE FRAME OF YOUR VEHICLE.

Always use a hitch rated with the appropriate capacity to match the trailer's gross
vehicular rating (see caution label on trailer and Proper Trailer Tongue Weight pages in
this chapter.)

WIRING: Unless you are an expert in towed vehicle wiring, have your vehicle wired to
the requirements of your trailer by someone familiar with such work. (Most reputable
firms can supply this service at the same time that your hitch is installed.)

SECURITY: There are several locking devices available at marine supply stores that will
aid in securing your boat whether or not it is attached to your vehicle.
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TILT TONGUE: Some Correct Craft
trailers are equipped with a tilting tongue
to facilitate storage. To tilt the trailer
tongue, remove the 5/8" bolt from the
trailer tongue. Tilt the tongue down,
pulling the loading pads away from the
bow. Remove the pin from the base of
the front loader and loosen pinch bolt. Lift
up and remove the front loader. The
trailer tongue can then be tilted up to
shorten the overall length of the trailer.
On Ski Nautique trailers, the turnbuckle
can be fastened through the tie down ring
on the starboard side of the folded piece
to keep the tited tongue from falling
down.
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TRAILER

CARE OF YOUR TRAILER: Like a car, a trailer consists of painted metal, therefore you
should exercise the same kind of care. Frequent washing with a gentle detergent and
water and waxing when needed will maintain its lustre. Since the trailer is frequently
submersed, you should periodically check for rust spots that may appear. Touch them
up promptly with a good rust-preventive touch-up paint, particularly around the wheel hub.

It is a good practice to rinse your boat and trailer with fresh water after each use to
remove salt or other contaminates harmful to finishes.

TOWING YOUR BOAT: Consult this checklist prior to trailering your boat.

e Check wheel lug nuts for tightness. (Proper torque is 90 to 95 ft. Ibs.)

e Check all nuts, bolts and fasteners for tightness.

¢ Be sure that the coupler is securely fastened and that the safety chains are secured
to the vehicle.

e Check the turnbuckle. Make sure it is secure.

e Be sure that the trailer electrical connector is securely positioned with slack allowed for
cornering. Check brake lights, turn signals, emergency flasher and running lights with
the vehicle engine on and with it off.

e Be sure that the contents and seat cushions in your boat are securely stored, so that
no loose gear can fly out of the boat or shift, causing damage to boat or equipment.
These items should be stowed carefully or firmly secured.

¢ If your Nautique is equipped with a walk-through windshield, make certain the
door is in place and closed while the boat is being trailered.

NOTE: Trailer-towed boats are not designed to be used to carry exceptionally
heavy loads. This can adversely effect the proper balance of the boat/trailer
combination and cause tire failure and/or loss of control.

e Your trailer is equipped with surge brakes. Check the brake operation. (Refer to the
brake manufacturer owner’s manual for proper instruction.)

e If your boat is equipped with an optional bow winch, make sure that it is snug.

e If your boat is equipped with removable boarding platform, make sure the platform
bracket pins are in place before trailering.

CARPET: The longitudinal supports that cradle the hull and the bow stop boards are
covered with carpeting material. Soap, water and a soft scrub brush are needed to clean
this carpet. DO NOT use any caustic substances, as these will deteriorate the carpet on
the trailer.
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TRAILER

DURING TRAVEL: Each time you stop on a long trip, make these inspections:
1. Recheck the tightness of the wheel lugs and the bearing lubricant level.

2. Recheck the sealed bearings for lubricant level.

3. Ensure that the boat is still positioned snugly against the bow stops.

4. Examine the hitch connection to be sure it is firmly attached and that the safety
chains are securely fastened.

5. Make sure that all trailer lights are still functioning properly.

6. Re-examine the contents of your boat to ensure that no items such as life jackets
or other gear have become dislodged.

IMPORTANT! States have varying laws about trailer tie-downs. Learn what your
local and state Iaws are about traller tle-downs to determlne need for them on your

all Correct Craft trauers You are responsnbte for buying and installing the necessary
straps. , ,

TRAILER FENDERS: Correct Craft applies a non-skid material to trailer fenders.
Whether or not your Correct Craft trailer has this material, please adhere to the following:

WARNING AvoiD PERSONAL INJURY. TRAILER
SURFACES ARE SLIPPERY WHEN
WET. USE EXTREME CARE WHEN
STEPPING ON THEM.

All Correct Craft trailers are equipped with surge brakes. Tandem axle trailers
have surge brakes on both the front and rear axles. Specific information
about your surge brake system is provided by the manufacturer and is
included in the pocket of the new boat kit binder. Read this material carefully
and have your brakes serviced according to the surge brake manufacturer's
recommendations.
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TRAILER

TIRES: Your tires are of the proper size and rating for your Correct Craft boat. You
should note, before use, the tire manufacturer's recommended pressure. It is stated on
the tire itself in terms of pounds per square inch (PSI).

Tire pressure is very important and should be checked before each use. Be sure
to check the pressure when the tires have cooled.

TRAILER TIRE AND WHEEL CAPACITIES: Correct Craft trailers are NMMA certified.
The rims we use have certain weight capacities, as do the tires. Correct Craft does not
recommend alteration with custom rims or tires, as they may not meet capacity
requirements. See the list below for these specifications.

WHEEL AND TIRE WEIGHT CAPACITIES:

Single Axle Trailers

L= H78 - 15 ST
Tire Inflation: . ..................... 65 p.s.i. for each tire
L' ¢ N 15" X 6 E-coated
Capacity: ..................... 2,330 Ibs. for each wheel
Tandem Axle Trailers
TR cvirscmssmannetassssnissnsdswossss B78 - 13 ST
Tire Inflation: . ..................... 50 p.s.i. for each tire
WVEBLE & 2 v m e s v s sam e ics @ sy RE A= 13 X 6 E-coated
Capacily: - :c:icsisssisannonsisas 1,315 Ibs. for each wheel

DO NOT OVER- OR UNDER-INFLATE SPECIFIC TIRE PRESSURE.

TRAILER BRAKE ADJUSTMENTS: To adjust brakes on your Correct Craft trailer, raise
one trailer wheel at a time. Remove dust clip from adjusting slot at lower part of the back
side of the brake assembly. Insert the brake adjusting tool as shown in illustration # 1.

While turning the wheel forward, adjust the brake shoes outwardly by moving the end of
a flat head screwdriver as shown in figure # 2 until the wheel does not turn. When you
can no longer turn the wheel, back-off (loosen) the adjustment as follows: Single
Axle Trailers -- 10 notches, Tandem Axle Trailers -- 5 notches.

Tighten
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AdJusting Slot = auz-
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llustration # 1 lllustration # 2
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